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Grey retains top spot as UK’s most popular new car colour

· For the third year in a row, grey remains the UK’s favourite new car colour, followed by black and white.
· Yellow increases its market share by 50% but red suffers its worst year since 1997.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Grey is top shade for both petrol and diesel cars, while white most in demand for BEVs, and black for PHEVs. 
[bookmark: _Hlk61356970]Friday 15 January, 2021 Grey retained its position as the UK’s favourite new car colour in 2020, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). While it was a tough year for new car registrations overall, 397,197 grey units were sold over the course of 2020, which means that just shy of a quarter (24.3%) of all new cars sold were painted in the shade.
Black and white took second and third place overall, completing a monochrome podium, with more than six in ten (61.6%) of all new cars entering British roads in 2020 painted in these three colours.  The rest of the top 10 remained unchanged, apart from yellow and bronze which reversed places as yellow increased its market share by 50% but equivalent to only 6,816 sales. Red saw its registrations drop below 200,000 for the first time in a decade to 147,222, recording its worst tally since 1997. 
While the top colour for both petrol and diesel cars was grey, with 248,182 and 84,489 registered in the colours respectively, white was the most in-demand tint for zero emission battery electric vehicles (BEVs) with 25,689 painted in it whilst black was the most popular shade for plug-in hybrids (PHEVs) with 17,989 registered. It was a record year for these electrified vehicles, which together accounted for more than one in 10 registrations – up from around one in 30 in 2019.
Unlike 2019, which saw Scotland and the Channel Islands bucking the national trend, in 2020 grey was the unanimous colour of choice across the UK. Indeed, the only counties to not opt for grey cars as their number one choice were the Isle of White and Borders, where blue was the most popular tint, and Strathclyde which saw white take the top spot. Leicestershire, meanwhile, was the most popular location for pink cars, with 23.7% of the UK’s total registered in the region, while buyers in the West Midlands snapped up the most orange cars.  
While white was the most popular shade for the mini segment, luxury saloons and executive cars were most likely to be black. Overall, there were 106 different distinct colours registered throughout the year with the least popular colour nationwide being maroon.
[bookmark: _Hlk57361588]Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “2020 was a pretty dark year for the automotive industry and having grey as the top new car colour probably reflects the atmosphere. The sector, however, continues to provide valuable mobility, from vans delivering essential goods to private cars helping key workers do their jobs, and click and collect offers a lifeline for the industry, helping to keep manufacturing going. It cannot, however, replace the showroom experience and the sector has taken great steps to ensure dealers are Covid-secure with the flexibility to manage customer appointments so car buyers can choose a new car and colour in a safe environment.”
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Notes to editors
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts20

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts:

Paul Mauerhoff 		020 7344 9233 		pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
James Boley 		020 7344 9222 		jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova 		020 7344 9215 		akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander 		020 7344 1667 		dzealander@smmt.co.uk 	
Karen Parry 		020 7344 9263 		kparry@smmt.co.uk  
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TOP 10 COLOURS BY CAR 2020

Car Make

Volkswagen Golf
Mercedes A-Class
Mercedes A-Class
Ford Fiesta
Vauxhall Corsa
MINI
Vauxhall Corsa
MINI
Peugeot 208

Peugeot 3008
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TOP 10 CARS BY COLOUR 2020

Car Make : Colour

Ford Fiesta Blue
Vauxhall Corsa Grey
Volkswagen Golf Grey
Ford Focus Blue
Mercedes A-Class Black
Nissan Qashgai Grey
MINI Grey
Volkswagen Polo Grey
Ford Puma Grey

Volvo XC40 Black
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TOP 10 CAR COLOURS 2020

Colour No. Registrations @ % market share % market share
E change on 2019

Grey : 397,197 : 24.4% +8.0%

Black 324,630 : 19.9% -15%

White 283,285 17.4% -3.1%

Blue : 276,057 16.9% +46%

Red B 147,222 3 9.0% -7.9%

Sitver 122214 . 7.5% -14.0%

Orange 20584 : 13% +13.5%

Green 14,460 0.9% +23.6%

Yelow 6816 g 0.4% +500%

Bronze 4,003 : 0.1% : -138%
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