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SMMT NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS
4 February 2021 (data for January 2021)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/55s0inp02jobqv9/AACn2cOzqvppGFiuhMs7K-M2a?dl=0
New car registrations fall -39.5% as showroom closures stifle demand
 
· Just 90,249 new cars registered in January – the worst start to a year since 1970 despite click and collect preventing greater fall
· New emissions figures show 2020 delivered the cleanest vehicles in history as average CO2 emissions fell by -11.8% on previous year, but more to do to deliver net zero 
· Industry needs showrooms open at earliest opportunity once safe to do so, to protect jobs and accelerate zero emission vehicle transition
 
Thursday 4 February, 2021 The UK new car market fell -39.5% in January with 59,030 fewer registrations compared to the same month last year, according to figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Just 90,249 cars were registered as showrooms across the country remained shut, leading to the worst start to the year since 1970.1 
 
Demand remained depressed for both private buyers (-38.5%) and large fleets (-39.7%). Declines were also recorded in both petrol and diesel cars registrations, which fell by -62.1% and -50.6% respectively. On a positive, however, battery electric vehicle (BEV) uptake grew by 2,206 units (54.4%) to take 6.9% of the market, as the number of available models almost doubled from 22 in January 2019 to 40 this year. Combined, BEVs and plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHEVs) accounted for 13.7% of registrations.
 
With lockdown restrictions in place until March – the most important month of the year for the sector, accounting for one in five new car registrations on average – the industry will face a challenging year as showroom closures depress consumer demand, which has a knock-on effect on manufacturing output. Opening dealerships as soon as it is safe to do so would help re-energise consumer confidence, supporting jobs and a green recovery. 
 
The effect of the current lockdown can be seen in SMMT’s latest market outlook. Having expected more than two million new cars to be registered in 2021, this forecast has now been downgraded to below 1.9 million given the more severe negative impact on first quarter performance and March in particular. The forecast does represent an increase of 15.7% compared to 2020’s ‘lost year’ but it would still be a very subdued market in historical terms, given the 10-year average new car market to 2019 was 2.3 million.2 More positively, however, BEVs and PHEVs are estimated to grow their combined market share from just over one in 10 new cars, to more than one in seven.
 
Such growth in ultra low emission vehicles would continue the trend seen in 2020. Latest SMMT analysis shows that 2020 recorded the largest ever fall in average car CO2 emissions, spurred on by increased uptake of BEV, PHEV and hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) which accounted for almost one in six new car registrations. In fact, more than half of all BEVs registered in the past two decades were registered in 2020 alone. Combined with ongoing improvements to petrol and diesel engines, average vehicle CO2 dropped to 112.8g/km – a reduction of -11.8% compared to 2019 and -37.7% compared to 2000. 




While all classes of car have reduced emissions by at least a third since 2000, one of the biggest reductions was achieved in dual purpose cars (-48.8%), aided by increased availability of BEV and other low emission models. Around 30% of dual purpose vehicles are now zero emission-capable, demonstrating their vital role in helping to reduce overall CO2 emissions. 
 
There can be no let-up in the pace of environmental improvement, however, as the industry must achieve a UK-only CO2 fleet average target of 95g/km this year or face severe penalties. This underscores the need to get showrooms open as soon as Britain emerges from lockdown, so they can generate the demand required to reach the country’s green goals.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Following a £20.4 billion loss of revenue last year, the auto industry faces a difficult start to 2021. The necessary lockdown will challenge society, the economy and our industry’s ability to move quickly towards our ambitious environmental goals. Lifting the shutters will secure jobs, stimulate the essential demand that supports our manufacturing, and will enable us to forge ahead on the Road to Zero. Every day that showrooms can safely open will matter, especially with the critical month of March looming.” 
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Notes to editors
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 January 1970 – 84,807
2 2010-2019 average – 2,330,307

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.
More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at https://media.smmt.co.uk/facts/ 
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
Media contacts:
Paul Mauerhoff		020 7344 9233                       pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk 
James Boley		020 7344 9222                       jboley@smmt.co.uk
Aleona Krechetova		020 7344 9215                       akrechetova@smmt.co.uk 
Daniel Zealander		020 7344 1667                       dzealander@smmt.co.uk       
Karen Parry		020 7344 9263                       kparry@smmt.co.uk 
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Diesel - 11083 - 29278 - -621% - 123% - 196%
Petrol 44903 - 90974 - -506% - 498% - 60.9%
BEV © 6260 - 4054 - 544% - 69% - 27%
PHEV © 6124 - 4786 - 280% - 68% - 32%
HEV © 6826 - 8971 - -239% - 76% - 60%

MHEV diesel - 6221 - 4918 - 265% - 69% - 33%
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TOTAL ‘90,249 - 149,279 ° -39.5%

Year to date
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Diesel - 11083 - 29278 - -621% - 123% - 196%
Petrol 44903 - 90974 - -5086% - 498% - 60.9%
BEV © 6260 - 4054 - 544% - 69% - 27%
PHEV © 6124 - 4786 - 280% - 68% -  32%
HEV - 686 - 8971 - -239% - 76% - 60%

MHEV diesel - 6221 - 4918 - 265% - 69% - 33%
MHEV petrol - 8832 - 6298 - 402% - 98% -  42%

TOTAL 90,249 - 149,279 - -39.5%

BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle; PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle; HEV - Hybrid Electric Vehicle,
MHEV - Mild Hybrid Electric Vehicle
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