[image: SMMT_Master_Brandline_(RGB)]



[image: SMMT_Master_Brandline_(RGB)]
[image: SMMT_Master_Brandline_(RGB)]

SMMT NEW VAN REGISTRATIONS
4 February 2021 (data for vans <3.5T and HCVs to 6T for January 2021)
Van market starts new year with a boost, up 2.0% in January
· UK light commercial vehicle (LCV) market grows 2.0% in January, with 24,029 vehicles registered.
· Registrations of large vans single-handedly drive demand, surging 25.4% as all other segments experience double-digit decline.
· New emissions figures reveal 2020 as the year with lowest recorded van-derived average CO2 emissions, down -1.8% on 2019.

Thursday 4 February, 2021 The UK new light commercial vehicle (LCV) market enjoyed growth in the first month of the year, according to the latest figures released today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Registrations rose 2.0% in January with 24,029 of the latest, low emission vehicles hitting UK roads as new models and deals drove fleet renewal. Although the fluctuating nature of fleet renewal often impacts the first month of the year in particular, 2021 opened with the highest volume January since 1990, 10.5% ahead of five-year average.1 

Although growth is expected for the LCV sector in 2021, SMMT’s latest market outlook has been downgraded to reflect ongoing challenges. The forecast predicts LCV registrations to rise 17.5% to 343,850 by year end, down from earlier predictions of 375,000 vehicles.2

While nearly all van segments experienced a decline, larger vans weighing more than 2.5-3.5 tonnes saw 25.4% growth, which drove overall monthly figures out of the red. Conversely, registrations of small vans weighing less than or equal to 2.0 tonnes halved (-50.1%), the market for medium vans weighing more than 2.0-2.5 tonnes declined by -16.2% and demand for new pickups and 4x4s fell by -25.8% and -30.6% respectively.

Latest SMMT analysis reveals that 2020 recorded the lowest figure for average CO2 emissions derived from LCVs, down -1.8% on 2019 to 162.8g/km. January 2021 saw a rise of low emission LCVs, with battery electric vehicle (BEV) market share rising to 2.22% with 533 battery plug-in vans joining UK roads. Meanwhile, 96.4% of all new vehicles registered are powered by diesel, with fleet renewal to the latest Euro standard technologies crucial for a sustainable transition for the sector. As CO2 emissions targets shift from EU-wide to UK-only from 2021 and demand for heavier vehicles continues to grow, reaching net zero ambitions will depend on creating the right conditions to boost operator confidence. 

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “January’s figures are welcome news, particularly after the difficult past year. Although one month’s performance does not full recovery make, the future must involve measures that can deliver long-term changes for the sector if we are to meet ambitious targets and address both climate change and air quality goals. The fastest way to do this is by encouraging uptake of the latest low emission vehicles, regardless of fuel type, and business confidence remains vital for this transition.” 
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Notes to editors
1. January 1990 – 24,094; average for Jan 2016-2020 – 21,747
2. https://www.smmt.co.uk/2021/02/uk-new-car-and-van-forecast-january-2021/ 

High res charts can be downloaded here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/55s0inp02jobqv9/AACn2cOzqvppGFiuhMs7K-M2a?dl=0 

SMMT publishes data for vehicle registrations of 6-tonne gross vehicle weight and above on a quarterly basis (six weeks after quarter end) to enable clear trend analysis. New Light Commercial Vehicle registrations are reported on a monthly basis in line with new car registrations. New LCV registration figures for January are released on 4 March 2021.
About SMMT and the UK automotive industry 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at https://media.smmt.co.uk/facts/

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

SMMT media contacts 
James Boley 	020 7344 9222  	jboley@smmt.co.uk  
Paul Mauerhoff 	020 7344 9233	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
Aleona Krechetova  020 7344 9215	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander 	020 7344 1667 	dzealander@smmt.co.uk  
Karen Parry 	020 7344 9263        kparry@smmt.co.uk 
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UK VAN REGISTRATIONS Rolling year totals January 2015 to date
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BEST SELLERS LCV <3.5 tonnes
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JANUARY 2021
Ford Transit Custom 2,71
Ford Transit 2,379

Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 1,931
Vauxhall Vivaro 1,415
Volkswagen Transporter 1,363

Peugeot Partner 1,081
Ford Ranger 1,027
Citroén Berlingo 956
Ford Transit Connect 933
Vauxhall Combo 840
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YEAR-TO-DATE
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REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by MONTH

¢ Jan-21 : Jan-20
Pickups : 2550 i 3438
hxbs 93 134
Vans <= 2.0t : 1,231 : 2,465
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t : 3,659 : 4,366
Vans >2.5 - 3.5¢ D4 i 13154
All Vans to 3.5t : 26,029 : 23,557
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t : 317 : 498

% change

-25.8%
-30.6%
-50.1%
-16.2%
25.4%
2.0%
-36.3%

REGISTRATIONS OF VANS plus HCVs 3.5T-6T by YEAR-TO-DATE

YTD-21 : YTD-20

Pickups © am0 i 343

hxhs : 93 : 134
Vans <= 2.0t : 1,231 : 2,465
Vans > 2.0 - 2.5t © 3859 © 4366
Vans > 2.5 - 3.5t ©otpes i 1315
All Vans to 3.5t : 24029 23,557
Rigids > 3.5 - 6.0t : 317 : 498
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LCV REGISTRATIONS <3.5T year-to-date registrations and split
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