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June engine production struggles to recover

· UK factories made 157,623 engines in June, just 0.6% more than June 2020’s weak performance. 
· June 2021 output down -30.9% on five-year average for the month.1
· First-half production rises 15.3% yet remains -31.5% below pre-pandemic levels.2

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “Despite seeing a marginal rise on a weak month in 2020, June’s engine output remains significantly below the pre-pandemic average for the month. Likewise, it has been a challenging first half year, with engine output struggling to recover to pre-Covid levels. The global shortage of semiconductors has hit vehicle manufacturers, and in turn engine production, with firms now also having to battle staff shortages due to workers being ‘pinged’. The government must take urgent action to address this issue, including bringing forward plans to exempt fully vaccinated adults from self-isolation from 16 August and introducing a “test to release” scheme to support those employees not yet fully vaccinated.”
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Notes to editors 
1 2015-2019 average for June is 228,152 units
2 2015-2019 average for first half year is 1,371,161 units 

High-res charts can be downloaded here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/d4ks853qsq2huoi/AAB7BGTKElpegZby1DGYlXFIa?dl=0 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £78.9 billion turnover and £15.3 billion value added. With some 180,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and 864,000 across the wider automotive industry, it accounts for 13% of total UK export of goods and invests more than £3 billion each year in automotive R&D. More than 30 manufacturers build some 70 models of vehicle in the UK supported by 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers.

More detail on UK automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts 2020 publication at smmt.co.uk/facts20

Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.

Media contacts:

Paul Mauerhoff                       07809 522181	pmauerhoff@smmt.co.uk  
James Boley                           07927 668565	jboley@smmt.co.uk 
Aleona Krechetova                 07912 799959	akrechetova@smmt.co.uk  
Daniel Zealander                    07546 415205	dzealander@smmt.co.uk        
Karen Parry 	               07708 480889	kparry@smmt.co.uk 
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